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In the middle of the big river, was a small island. The river swept round the
island, sometimes clawing at its banks, but never going right over it. It was over
twenty years since the river had flooded the island, and at that time no one had
lived there. But for the last ten years a small mud-walled hut with a sloping
thatched roof had stood there. The hut had been built into a huge rock, so only
three of the walls were mud, and the fourth was rock.
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